Using spreadsheets in corpus work

Uses of a spreadsheet

· Recording information about corpus data - see David Lee's index to the BNC

· Saving corpus searches

Information in a spreadsheet is normally divided into rows and columns by the use of either a tab or a comma. This leads to the terms ‘tab-delimited’ and ‘comma-separated values’ (CSV). Other characters can be used as well but these are the conventional delimiters. In the following we will look at how tabs can be used to separate data into columns, and also how you can use Microsoft Word to insert the tabs at the right places into a set of concordance lines. I will have shown you already how this can done in a text editor such as NoteTab, using regular expression find and replace commands.
Here is a set of lines from the Bank of English for the word 'bovver'. Select the concordance lines and paste them into a new Word document.

In the new Word document, type Ctrl + H to open the Find and Replace dialogue box. Click on the More button at the bottom of the box. In the ‘Find what’ line, type bovver, and then place the cursor in the ‘Replace with’ line and select from the ‘Special’ drop-down menu ‘ the following:

Tab character

Find what text

Tab character

Then select ‘Find next’. If Word finds ‘bovver’ then click on ‘Replace’. Check to see that the right change has been made. If it has, then choose ‘Replace all’.


ually modelled on standard punk or skinhead lines: regulation  bovver boots or Doc Martens, torn jeans, boilersuit or overall, cropp

 hair long and like a throwback to the beatnik era, they wore `bovver' boots, jeans and large baggy jumpers called sloppy joes. Hann

 Carman is an appropriate sobriquet for this 5' 3' barrister's bovver boy. When he is on less solid ground and the edifice of `fact"

inning. `What did they sat at the hospital?"  `Caused a bit of bovver at the hospital," Pomeroy admitted. `Old Olga, you know, you s

anket," Pomeroy said, `and chocolate mousse. Raised a bit of a bovver. She didn't know the black doctor was a doctor, you should hav

 this early in 1970, demonstrating for nurseries with a giant `bovver boot" and a rhyme: There are too many women living in shoes, W

radiating unfocused menace. These boys in bleu, putteed up and bovver boots a-glistening, proudly wear their sleek black automatic w

his case, your vet may advise drug therapy.  [CARTOON]  Bit of Bovver  Some degree of aggression must be expected in young dogs and 

. The gore-soaked finale demonstrates why it would be a lot of bovver without a hover. Definitely one for a few four-packs, some fri

and jeans was typical of grunge-the models, in woolly hats and bovver boots, looked like a bunch of gnomes with attitude.  Excellent

eir feet dry. American military boots from Vietnam, army issue bovver boots, climbing boots, all were tired. Few worked. The discomf

d never had induced bullet-headed toughies with flat noses and bovver boots to stick silver and gold stars around their eyes."  The 

of the Back To Basics stable comes Wigan Express (aka Balearic bovver boys Richard Bithell and Cziz). In-house DJs well versed in th

perstart Dave Morales to garage guru Graeme Parks to Baleraric bovver boy Ricky Moonboots to `people who we stagger into out and abo

 . E-mail:    BOOKS   THE HEDONISTS' HANDBOOK  books-out baldy bovver boy   Steven Wells and his angry young paperbacks  Steven Well

omen with foot trouble. These days they've lost a lot of their bovver boot connotations, and are perceived more as a fashion accesso

single - out now  SHAMPOO: Blisters And Bruises (Ice RInk) the bovver girls' debut EP, featuring the title track plus `Pussy" and `P

ou know, chooses to sing most of the time from the toes of her bovver boots, booming, frightful, while Rob hits the drums and pipes 

na Splits   PHOTO  David Bedford  Michael Bentine  Barry Blue  Bovver Boots  Crushed Denim Flares  Brutus Gold  Budgie   PHOTO  Catc

our Pete anymore) and THE BOO RADLEYS, who are having a bit of bovver (y'know wot I mean, me old son) with their new neighbour `PHIL

ed marabou slippers for Chanel gilt-and-leather flipflops, for bovver boots and calf-length espadrilles. Having no intention of groc

or rather the lack of it), but the green bomber jacket and the bovver boots to match. He drinks Guinness and smokes at least three r

ounding along the rue Cambon, perhaps, or Versace's glittering bovver boot for an evening at La Scala ... Shoes, meanwhile, have lig

llow me to introduce Jacqui (18) and Carrie (16), two `teenage bovver girls" with an eye on the charts and a knife aimed at our hear

or of Civil Rights (U.K.) at New Justice House,    HOME NEWS   Bovver boots company gets a kicking   TOWER Boots Company of Findon, 

 help in any way, call the Tower Hamlets Defence Campaign on   Bovver boots company gets a kicking   TOWER Boots Company of Findon, 

the real enemy, who are now getting a little too big for their bovver boots.  We cannot keep on relying on sympathetic White people 

 it put the boot in. It managed to incur the ire of right-wing bovver boys like Paul Johnson, Taki and Stephen Glover - enemies that

Enoch Powell 30 years ago, and the racist skinheads and soccer bovver boys who started to erupt on the social scene at the same time

David Threlfall is quite magnificent. Whether as a crop-haired bovver boy who spells trouble for his village, claims to ride on the 

irect action", infiltrating football hooligans and skinheads: "bovver" at gigs and matches was the far right's new route into the he

, right? That's right. For Fishponds. Yeah. Got into a spot of bovver few weeks ago. That's what I heard. That's what everyone's hea

he NF was more unashamedly neo-Nazi, with its shaven heads and bovver boots. Its strategy, like the Hitler followers of the bierkell

orse. As the list was completed, a little platoon of backbench bovver boys was found to have been installed right at the heart of ev

has been promoted to shadow defence secretary. Members of the "bovver boy" tendency have been generously rewarded. Eric Forth and Da

pressed MPs. Conscious of their reputation as the Tory party's bovver boys, the Portillo camp used discreet tactics to woo some of t

 this particular Thursday night. Maybe the fate of an east-end bovver boy is to blame (this was the night of the who-shot-Phil Mitch

d play against their guards. None of this bothers the one-time bovver boy, though, a man thoroughly untrammelled by modesty and very

 classics on the other, he put poetry into the mouths of lusty bovver boys in East, and grafted a grotesque physicality on to Kafka'

ns and academics.) Typically of Ayrshire sage and intellectual bovver boy Roy, this inaugural event, called the Talk Show, is a 14-h

 recalcitrant MP, earning the reputation as ''the government's bovver boy'' and the Dirty Harry-style tag of ''the enforcer''. But w

's hard, he's uncompromising, and he makes music to match. The bovver boy of composition gives Michael Tumelty an ear bashing Prepar

unching out and unicycled oiks in charity-shop frock-coats and bovver boots, all of whom looked like they should be kept seriously o

n the Boots and Braces Label. For skinheads, Doc Martens were `bovver boots": and seemingly as clear a statement as you could imagin

 somebody had just kicked me right in the chest with a pair of bovver boots on or something or a big nail  Hobnail boots.    Mm.  an

is it we've got on our bin at the moment   paint it Yeah.  The bovver boys blathered your bin or something.  Yeah. Paint it all over

heard too many things about it you know. They've got all these bovver boys and that lot up there you know. We were told to stay clea

sidekick, Barry The Baptist (the late Lenny McLean) a fearsome bovver boy with a reputation for drowning people who don't pay their 

sidekick, Barry The Baptist (the late Lenny McLean) a fearsome bovver boy with a reputation for drowning people who don't pay their 

r Life, in the current affairs sphere he is still seen as the `bovver boy", the aggressive foot-in-the-door, charge-in-with-a-clipbo

-Buck-House London really like? Is it all bacon sandwiches and bovver boys? It is if you believe Liza Cody's latest walk on the sens

t Littlemore, must have got a laugh out of this one, too.  The Bovver Boy hosting a sweet show such as This Is Your Life?  The gods 

 Football Hooligan.  Nicholls, 39, says Vinnie enraged Everton bovver boys 'The County Road Cutters' before a relegation clash with 

d one of those hover jobs that are supposed to be not a lot of bovver. It should make mowing the lawn almost a pleasure.  Dear Cash 

d a one-year extension to his current deal.  Argies Copa loada bovver in cup fiasco; Football   07 July 2001   ARGENTINA have pulled

me before the tension boiled over. To nobody's surprise, Leeds bovver boy Smith was the first to snap, raising an arm into Legg's fa

ebuts - until that double whammy in extra-time.  Euell spot of bovver; Football; Worthington Cup; Match report   10 October 2001   W

s have been having early baths on a regular basis ever since.  Bovver Patrick Vieira leads the way -with seven dismissals in four ye

. But, with every match a potential flashpoint for the Arsenal bovver boys, Hill's odds are already looking decidely generous.  Iron

saw them slip to a fifth successive defeat.  Rovers find it no bovver; Football; FA Cup; Match report   Dave Kidd   09 January 2002 

 fourth round -and the dubious prize of a visit from Cardiff's bovver boys.  This was billed as the tie neither club wanted to win a

ueudrue 6. Subs not used: Beresford, Cooper. Booked: Ince.  No bovver for Rovers; Football; FA Cup; Match report   Dave Kidd   09 Ja

 Dr Martens brand remains strong world wide."  Dr Martens -or "bovver boots" -have been the favourite footwear of punks, rockers and

 He said:"Pipe bombs appear harmless but are deadly."  Spot of bovver as boot sales plunge   John Scott   20 July 2002   BOOTMAKER D

ld last year.  The firm annually sold twice that amount in the bovver boot's heyday of the 70s and early 80s.  The firm will close i

d that Leeds might suffer two years ago"  Fuming Becks' bit of bovver; Football; United in action as boss hits out; Match  report  N

dded two more and Ben Smith ended the rout.  Heath inches into Bovver; Football; Match report   Michael Morgan   15 November 1999   

 of Rio. He writes: Hello, Came here to get away from all that bovver but it seems there's nutters the world over. Found these two g

 and dashed to review the tape - expecting the culprit to be a bovver boy.  He was stunned to see a bearded passer-by in his 50s rea

; Opinion   Steven Howard   25 September 2002   THE bath-chair bovver boy of Fulham Broadway is alive and kicking.  But this time th

ay 2002   INFAMOUS tearaway Nicola Bint has turned her back on bovver -after falling in love with a mum of three.  As a 17-year-old 

 she leaves the house. He said: "She's got star quality."  Big bovver   Emily Smith   19 July 2002   All-out war after night on the 

irational former England defender is expected to toss away his bovver boots in 12 days' time -during the week of his 40th birthday. 

ooked: Veron, Scholes.  REF: G Barber 7.  Costa lotta's bit of bovver; Football   27 August 2001   RUI COSTA, AC Milan's £24.5millio

ll descend on the Big Bruvver House tonight - prepared for Big Bovver.  Around 200 friends and family aim to protect her from the an

aroma of the large onion secreted in his suit pocket.  The old bovver boy did not take long to recover, though, and was soon dancing

father Jock Scott, a would-be poet, had a shaven head and wore bovver boots. They were both obsessed with the Scots poet William McG

ve inches high, with impeccable studding; perfect for a bit of bovver.  The most unusual costume is an apple-green Harris Tweed "Lon

kson's vanquisher, Derek Simpson, a former communist, gets his bovver boots under the desk. Simpson has warned he will press for "wo

 warm beer and cricket pitches on the one hand, rough pubs and bovver boots on the other.  I can't think of a single adult I know wh

e that combined something of the viceroy with something of the bovver boy - would stretch me to my limits and beyond. I had not soug

 shoulders lag behind. He's got a leather bomber, jeans, black bovver boots and the inevitable cap-sleeved T-shirt from which his sk

en for a start," Brian Clough once said. Despite marketing the bovver boot, Griggs is an exception.  Today the fans will dress in ye

ember of the punk band the Sex Pistols and a fan of the black "bovver" boots, would turn in his grave if he knew that after more tha

 boots could make.  It was not until the late 1960s, when the "bovver" boys came across the heavy, black boots, that they assumed cu

show off their well-worn Dr Martens, the rebellious youths and bovver boys who were the company's core customers sought an alternati

ng fit with suntan and dyed blond hair, managed some authentic bovver, ordering the ejection of a crew from Canal Plus, a television

 need for interim targets.  Chirac's attacker belonged to the 'bovver boy' Right   Charles Bremner in Paris   16 July 2002   Maxime 

an of the Paris Saint-Germain football club, who affected the "bovver boy" look of the French hard Right: close-cropped hair, bomber

threatening letter from Nick Mustoe, of Hermes, and his fellow bovver boys from the investment world, he might turn his attention to

a top, shimmying to the beat in her leopard print trousers and bovver boots.  They let rip with Hella Good, a dark, sexy funk, power


The next stage after putting a tab character before and after each instance of ‘bovver’ is to then remove the line breaks between each concordance line. Actually, in this case there are two paragraph breaks instead of one. Type Ctrl + H again, and this time insert ‘Paragraph mark’ (from the ‘Special’ selection) twice in the ‘Find what’ line and once in the ‘Replace with’ line. Then choose ‘Replace all’.
Choose ‘Select all’ and then type Ctrl + C. 

Open Excel to a new spreadsheet. Place the cursor in cell B2 and type Ctrl + V. Your lines should be inserted into the spreadsheet. 

In A1, type: 
Line ID

In A2, type: 
Left

In A3, type: 
Node

In A4, type: 
Right

In A5, type: 
Code

In B1, type: 
1 

In B2, type: 
2

Select cells B1 and B2, and you should see a small square appear in the bottom right corner of B2. Click on this small square and drag it down until you reach cell A92, then release the mouse. You should see the cells fill with numbering for each line.

You can sort your data by applying a filter and choosing to sort by any column. I will explain how to do this in the class. You can enter a code into the 5th column to help with your analysis, as well.
