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INSET: Researching Language with Computers 2

An introduction to Antconc

In this worksheet, you are going to use a freeware programme called Antconc 3.2 to investigate language in a written text corpus, and this will show you how you can use a freestanding corpus analysis programme to analyse corpus that you collect yourself. You are going to learn how to:

· Load a corpus

· Do concordance searches, and manipulate the output

· Formulate regular expression queries

· Make a word list, and use a stop-list

Your first task is to download the software to your hard drive. Go to:


http://paulslals.org.uk/inset/
Click on the third link and then the “AntConc3.2.1w - A Freeware Concordance Program for Windows” link, and download the programme to your hard drive (in drive D). 

You need to download some corpus data too. Go to: http://paulslals.org.uk/inset/, and download the three text files to a new folder in your D drive called Antconc files. Download these by right-clicking on the link and choosing ‘Save (link) as’. 

The three files are: stephen_lawrence.txt, obama_rosa.txt & obama_takeback.txt. At the same time, download a fourth file, called a ‘stop-list’, which you will use later in this worksheet.

The Antconc interface

[image: image2.jpg][image: image1.png]File Global Settings Tool Preferences About

Corpus Files.

Files Processed

Reset

Concardance | Concortancepot | i View | Custers | Conacates | wora st | Keymoraist

Ht

K

Fie

Search Term v Words [~ Case [~ Regex

Kwie Sort

Flevet i 3wz [ 3 s 05

]
Tt 0 | LS e [ ot ]

2 [wvarces

Concordance Hits
0

Search Window Size

—

3

Save Windaw

Ext





Looking at Concordances

Open Antconc. You are going to look at the language of Obama’s speeches first. Go to the File menu and open the obama_rosa.txt file. After you have selected it, you should see it appear in the Directory box on the left of the screen.

Go to the bottom and type ‘we’ into the search term box. Then click Start. You should see a list of concordance lines appear.

To sort the lines, go to the Kwic sort section (at the bottom of the page), and change the Level 1 zero setting to 1R by clicking on the upward pointing arrow (^). Then change the Level 2 zero setting to 2R, and select the box to the left of ‘Level 2’. Click Sort.

How many lines are there? 
_____

If you want to read the co-text around any line, click on the search term in the centre of the line. To return to the concordance lines, click on the ‘Concordance’ label above the output area.
Go to the File menu, and choose Close file. Next, open the ‘obama_takeback.txt’ file and conduct the same search on this file. Make notes about the use of we in the boxes below:

	We



Now look for other personal pronouns. Who does each pronoun refer to? Make notes below.
	


Now close the file, and load the poem (Stephen_lawrence.txt). Conduct the same searches with this file. Which groups does each pronoun refer to and what does this tell us about projection of identity by these different writers?

Saving data

Search for ‘we’ in the Zephaniah poem, then choose ‘Save output to Text file’ from the File menu. Save the output as ‘we_zeph.txt’.

Open the new file (we_zeph.txt) in Word, and convert the lines to a table (as you did in Worksheet 1). [This should be 3 x 17]
Resize the table as best you can, and delete the column which includes the name of the file. This column can now be used for you add in category codes – the codes should indicate the referent of the pronoun.

Making wordlists

You are going to make wordlist for one of the files. Close any files that are open in Antconc and open the obama_takeback.txt file. Click on the ‘Word List’ label. Then click on Start.

The next and final task is to produce a word list with all the function words removed. You would do this if wanted to concentrate on looking at the lexical items and not the function items. To do this, go to the Tool Preferences menu and choose Word List Preferences. Click on Add words from a file, locate and select the stop_words.txt file. You also need to specify ‘Treat all data as lowercase’. Close the window and run the Word List operation. You should find now that the word list has been produced without the function words.
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